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least eighteen farmers of the old school have lost their
money, broken their hearts, lost their land. The challenge
to me is this: by using my head, my judgment, and all the
latest knowledge in the matter of farming, can I make a
success where these eighteen men failed? I have pledged
myself, my manhood, my fortune, my books, and all I
possess to this undertaking,"

On his cleared fields he planted vetch and Canadian peas,
for three years ploughing under his crop to enrich the soil.
Across from his ranch-house were uncultivated hill slopes;
he set men to work to clear and terrace them as he had seen
hills terraced in Korea. He set twenty-two men to work in
the vineyards to prune and sucker the vines. He told Eliza
the grapes would have to begin to pay their own expenses,
then rode Washoe Ban into Glen Ellen to vote for local
prohibition because he believed the saloons were a menace
to the families of working-men. Convinced that national
prohibition would come within a few years, and in addition
learning that the soil in the vineyards was too exhausted to
give him a good crop, he had his men tear out seven hundred
acres of the vines, fertilise the fields, and replant them with
eucalyptus trees because his studies had led him to the
conviction that the eucalyptus tree, which produced what
was called Circassian walnut, would be greatly in demand as
hardwood for decoration and building. The first year he put
in ten thousand trees, the second year twenty thousand more,
until he had a hundred and forty thousand eucalyptus trees,
at a planting cost of $46,862, growing on his land, 'Til
just plant them now, and twenty years from now they'll
be worth a fortune, without my being forced to do anything
with them." He figured his investment was as safe as money
in the bank, and in addition would be earning him thirty
per cent interest.

In other fields he planted beets, carrots, red oats, grain,
barley, hay, and alfalfa, on the raising of which Eliza had
taken correspondence courses from the University of
California; everything he felt he would need for the first-
rate stock ranch he was in the process of creating. When